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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

òNow faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.ó 

        (Hebrews 11:1) 
 

     One of my favorite writers is Henri Nouwen and one of his best writings is The 
Wounded Healer.  The book is several years old now but so is the Bible.  Spiritual 
truths transcend time.  In The Wounded Healer Nouwen talks about hope.  Faith in 
God brings hope for the future.  As the verse from Hebrews gives us the promise for 
the òassuranceó of Godly things being brought to completion not by our own might, 
or intelligence, our scheming and planning, but by our faithfulness in Godõs abilities. 
 
     Nouwen says, òThe deepest motivation for leading people into the future is hope.  A 
Christian is a person of hope whose strength in the final analysis is based neither on self-

confidence nor on specific expectations for the future, but upon a promise given to us.  This 
hope stretches far beyond the limitations of oneõs own psychological strength, for it is anchored 
not just in the soul of the individual but in Godõs self-disclosure...grounded in the historic 
Christ event.  Christ entered death with nothing but bare hope.ó 
 
     So here we are standing looking at another new year.  None of us know what this 
year will bring.  I submit that we really donõt need to know.  We are released from 
worry, fears, anxiety and anything else including death because our life is based on 
faith in the only ONE who has the power to hold and keep us no matter what comes 
our way. 
 
     òGodõs promise enabled Abraham to travel to unknown territory; it not only 
inspired Moses to lead his people of slavery it also was the motive that caused Christ to turn the 

grace into a door.  It is this certain faith in Godõs abilities that keeps pointing us to new life in 
the face of corruption and death.ó  (Henri Nouwen, The Wounded Healer) 
 

Forever Grateful! 
 

Wayne 



 

 

    

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

     This is an eventful time for MUMC Youth as we prepare for the Loft!  If you havenõt heard, the Loft 

Project is a needed upgrade to the youth facility over the gym.  We believe we saw a glimpse of the youth 

we can reach this past weekend at our First Annual Youth Christmas Party and Lock In.  Over 70 youth 

attended this event with many who voiced that they (and their families) do not have a church home.   

There is a spiritual stirring among our youth and we canõt be more excited! 

 

Please plan to attend:  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 6pm  

Dinner and Auction  

Ticket Cost:  $25.00/Person  

 

     This is our major fundraiser dinner and auction for The Loft.  The dinner will be cateredé. (More 

details available soon about the delicious meal we have planned!)  and a live and silent auction will be 
held.  We also will be having some special entertainment for you during the evening! 

     If you would like to view the Youth Calendar, please check out www.middletownumc.org é
ministrieséstudent ministries.  You will find a full calendar of upcoming events there! 
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Please help support our Childrenõs Ministry by purchasing a MUMC Cookbook 

from our Childrenõs Council.  The cost is only $10 per book!  Proceeds will be 

used for special childrenõs ministry resources and events.   

 

Not all Children Get Excited About Snowballs and Icicles!  

There are children living in the Louisville Volunteers of America homeless shelter for 
families.  During the months of November and December, the children of MUMC 

collected new blankets and pajamas for these children.  Our goal was to raise 50 total 
new pajamas and blankets.  We collected 72 total!  What an awesome gift!  Because 

we surpassed our goal, our children (and their teachers/parents) will be  

wearing pajamas to church on January 1st !  

 

 

 

SHEKELS FOR SHEEP! 

During the months of November and December , the Childrenõs Ministry collected an offer-

ing to buy sheep for families in developing countries.  One healthy ewe gives highly nutritious 

milk plus plenty of wool to knit warm sweaters and blankets.  Itõs the perfect gift to cele-

brate the birth of Jesus ñthe Lamb of God!  We have bought 3 sheep and are close to having 

enough to purchase a 4 th  sheep!  We will use some of our January offering to purchase this 

4 th  sheep!  Please let Amy know if you would like to make a special donation to this offering.            

 

Operation Christmas Child 

At MUMC we collected shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child during November.  We 
donated 96 boxes to this wonderful organization!  What a great showing of love for chil-

dren all around the world during this special Christmas season! 

 

 

 

4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ 3ÔÅÖÅ &ÁÉÒÆÉÅÌÄȟ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÁÎÄ #ÁÒÏÌ !ÒÃÈÉÂÁÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒ ÃÒÅ× 
for making Breakfast with Santa so much fun!  You guys are the best!!  

 
 

Messages from the Childrenõs Ministry 



 

 

 

 

.ǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
 

Coffeebreak Plus Bible Study ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘƛǇ LƴƎǊŀƳΩǎ ¢I9 Lb±L{L.[9 ²!w ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мнǘƘΦ  [ŜŀǊƴ 
about spiritual warfare and the forces that seek to work against us as we pursue our Christian growth.  Cof-
feebreak meets on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.  Contact Bonnie Martinell (bamartinell@aol.com; 426-5408) or 
contact Amy Archer (243-4344; amyandtaylor@bellsouth.net;) if you are interested.  Book pickup is January 
5th. 
 
Image Bible Study will begin a study on THE EXODUS AND MOSES on January 10th.  The Old Testament book 
of Exodus covers three sections: the exodus, the law, and the tabernacle.  You are invited to learn with us as 
we see how God worked in the lives of his chosen people and continues to work in our lives today.  Image 
meets on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.  On two of the Tuesdays, Image will participate in service projects. Contact 
Nancy Tinnell if you would like to register (ntinnell@middletownumc.org; 245-8839). 

Pathways ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ŜǘƘ aƻƻǊŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ W!a9{Υ a9w/¸ ¢wL¦atI{ Σ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ммth.  

Sandy Long and Pam Shergur will lead women in this brand new study from the ever-popular Beth Moore.  

She takes readers on a journey to get to know both the man and the book, exploring concepts such as joy, 

hardship, faith, reversal of fortunes, wisdom, gifts from above.  Contact the church to register, 245-8839. 

 

Adult Education Ministries 
Join us on January 29th ŦƻǊ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ άƛǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎέ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ ŀ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǎǘǳŘȅ 
leaders. You can learn from what has been done in other Sunday School classes and Home Fellowship 
Groups .  We will meet from 4-5 p.m. in room C-201.  This will be very convenient for those of you who are 
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜ .ŀȅǎΩ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜΦ 
 
 

Pathways 
Classes begin January 11th ŀǘ сΥол ǇΦƳΦ  Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ŜǘƘ aƻƻǊŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ 
ŀōƻǾŜΤ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ά¢ƻƻ .ǳǎȅ bƻǘ ǘƻ tǊŀȅΣέ ƻǊ ŀ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ aŀǊƪΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΦ  !ƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǘƘ 
your time. 
 
 

Missions-a note from John Benner 
We have scheduled a spring mission trip for the last week of March 2012. We will be going to work in North-
western Alabama. The trip will depart on Sunday, March 25th and return on Saturday, March 31st . We will be 
staying in Tuscumbia, Alabama and working in the area of Halevills, Alabama. This location is about 35 miles 
west of Huntsville. They have started the rebuilding phase for the homes that were hit by the numerous tor-
nadoes on April 27, 2011. I have reserved spots for 15 volunteers.  Please check your calendars and see if you 
can make the trip. Let me know whenever you can. If you have any questions please email me or give me a 
call on my cell phone (216-3091). 

Discipleship and Formation  

mailto:bamartinell@aol.com
mailto:amyandtaylor@bellsouth.net
mailto:ntinnell@middletownumc.org


 

 

NEW CHURCH BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
 

     Our Staff Parish Committee is pleased to announce that Larry Parker will be our new Business Administrator.  He 
will be assuming this position on January 2, 2012. 
     Our current Business Administrator, Jim Allison, will be retiring at the end of January 2012.  Larry and Jim will be 
working alongside of each other to help provide for a smoother transition until the end of that month.  Welcome 
Larry! 
 
 

RETIREMENT RECEPTION FOR JIM ALLISON 
 

     Jim Allison will be retiring as our Business Administrator at the end of January 2012.  He has served our church in 
this capacity for over 16 years.  We indeed are thankful for his faithful service. 
     We will have a reception for him and Barbara on Sunday, January 22, 2012 following the 11:00 a.m. worship 
services in the Connection Center.  We also invite you to express your appreciation to Jim by sharing the gift of a card 
and love offering.  There will be a basket at the reception for you to place your card. 
 

JIM, THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO GOD 
THROUGH THIS CHURCH FAMILY! 

 
 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 

 
HOLY LAND TRIP 

JANUARY 2013 
(Departing January 23rd  -  Returning February 2nd) 

 
     Have you ever wanted to travel to the places that Jesus lived and walked?  
You can take trips to all parts of the world but there is only one place you can 
go to experience much of what the Bible talks about.  The trip will forever 
change you!  If you are interested, talk to Rev. Bishop.  There will be some 
upcoming informational meetings that will be lead by those of our 

congregration that have traveled to the Holy Land.  Watch for the dates. 
 
     Also registration is even possible now.  By doing so online and making a $300.00 deposit you will save 
$100.00 on the trip.  The savings decrease as time passes. 
 
     Our Staff Parish Committee also would like to help our staff to be able to travel to the Holy Land.  If 
not all at once, then a few at a time.  Arrangements are made that for every five paying travelers from our 
church one staff member can travel free.  Perhaps there are persons and/or groups in our church that 
would help sponsor a staff member to take the trip.  The total cost will be around $3,300.00. 
 
     Brochures and registration forms are available through Rev. Bishop. 

 



 

 

Leisure and Family Life Ministries 

Happy New Year! 
 

     I am praying that you have a blessed 2012.  Itõs that time of the year when we evaluate and set 
goals for the New Year.  As you pray about those resolutions, and I do encourage you to pray 
about them, I ask you to consider, òAre you all in?ó  That is the theme for the winter session of 
Body and Soul and the songs will encourage and challenge you to be òall inó with Jesus.  Not only 
will you blessed physically as you exercise, but you will also be strengthened spiritually.  The 
Basic and Beyond class meets at 9:00 on Monday and Thursday mornings.  This class is great for 
beginners, seniors, anyone who hasnõt exercised for a while.  The Monday and Thursday evening 
class is a Cardio-Strength class and is appropriate for all fitness levels.  That class meets at 6:00 
pm.  Dance Blast classes will continue to be held on Wednesday mornings at 8:00.  Some of the 
Dance Blast music and choreography may show up in the other classes at times as well.  Is there 
interest in a Dance Blast Class on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and / or Friday during the lunch 
hour?  The class is only 30 minutes so it can be done on a lunch hour and I would love to offer it if 
there is interest.  Call the Family Life Center for more information on any of the Body and Soul 
classes. 

 
Upward Basketball tips off on Sat. Jan. 7.  There are nearly 400 participants this year and games 
will be every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. -- 6:00 p.m. in the months of Jan. and Feb.  There are still 
plenty of opportunities to help out.  Referee trainings will take place on Tues. Jan. 3, Wed. Jan.4 
and Thurs. Jan. 5 at 6:30 in the J.O.Y. Sunday School Class Room (C-204).   We are in need of at 
least 12 referees every Sat. ð more if volunteers can only do 2 games.   Training is provided and 
you get a really cool t-shirt and your very own whistle.  There is a devotional time at the half of 
every game.  If you would like to share a devotional during a portion or all of one day, you can do 
the same devotion every hour, please contact me as soon as possible to get on the schedule.  Also, 
with about 500 or more folks coming into the facility to watch or play games every Sat., we need 
people to help with keeping the facility clean, restrooms stocked, and most importantly, bringing a 
warm welcome to our visitors.  If you or your Sunday School Class or Small group would like to 
volunteer, please let me know again as soon as possible. Games start soon!   Like the wisemen who 
kept their eye on the star that lead them to the baby Jesus, we are Looking Upward! 

*     *     *     *     * 

 
 
 
 
 

LIGHTHOUSE BENEFIT DINNER AND CONCERT        
   The New Covenant and Koinonia Sunday School classes will sponsor a dinner and piano concert to benefit the Lighthouse 
Community Center at MUMC on Sunday evening, January 29th.  Dinner will start at 5:00 p.m. in the Connection Center 
with a concert to follow from 6:00-7:00 p.m.  Dinner will include a salad, a variety of homemade pasta casseroles, drinks 
and dessert. 
     The piano concert will be presented by Steve Bays, Vice Chair of the Board of Directors at Lighthouse and one of 10 
recent recipients of the prestigious WLKY Hometown Heroes òBell Awardsó, presented to those who volunteer their time 
and talents for charity organizations in the city of Louisville.  His concert is entitled, òSongs from the Stage and Screenó 
featuring your favorites from movies and hit Broadway shows.  Intermission entertainment will be by the Middletown 
Harmony Quartet.  The cost is free, but there will be a love offering collected for the Lighthouse. 



 

 

           

     This past Christmas Season was a busy time for the 
Music/Worship Ministries.  But what a great season we had.  
The Handbells got us started off right with the Hanging of 

the Greens service.  Our Kids Choirs told the Christmas story in a way only kids can through 
Bethlehem or Bust.  Fusion (the Youth Choirôs new name) rocked the house with their first full wor-
ship concert Celebrate the day.  And then Worship Choir and Orchestraôs presentation of Sing 
Gloria! was such a beautiful worship experience that blessed many.   
 
     Our prayer is that these programs and services helped us all focus on the true meaning of 
Christmas - God sending His Son so hope could be born again in our heart.   I hope we will all 
remember that Godôs grace is a free gift that He wants to give us.   There is nothing we can do to 
earn His grace.  All we have to do is accept it.  We do that be humbling ourselves before Him, 
repenting of our sins and asking Him to forgive us and then allow His Holy Spirit to create in us a 
new creation.   I canôt think of a better way of starting 2012 than by surrendering every part of our 
heart to Him! 
 
     January is a great time to join one of the Music/Worship ministries in our church.  Below is a list-
ing of the ministries and when they meet and what they will be working on.  I hope you will prayer-
fully consider joining with us as we strive to lead worship in this church. 
 
WORSHIP CHOIR ï Meets every Wednesday at 6:30pm in the Music Room beginning on January 
4.  We lead worship on most Sunday mornings.  We will also begin working on music for Easter.  
Hope you will join us. 
 
WORSHIP ORCHESTRA ï Meets every Wednesday at 8:00pm in the Sanctuary beginning on 
January 4.  This ministry is open to all High School to Adult instrumentalists.  This is our newest min-
istry.  We will play once a month in the Sunday worship services.  If you are interested in playing, 
contact Dale at 245-8839. 
 
FUSION (Youth Choir) ï Meets every Sunday at 4:30 in the Music Room beginning on January 7.     

We will begin work on our new program, RISE UP.  This is an amazing collection of songs tied 
together by a drama.  I know itôs going to be a blast to put this all together.  If you are (or if you have 
kids) in the 6th-12 grades, we need you in this ministry!!!  Our prayer for this ministry is that we all will 
fuse ourselves to Godôs Spirit and use our gifts to bring Him glory and honor.   
 

Daleõs Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Craft Group 
begins 

January 23 at 9:00 a.m. 
Come join us! 

Lunette Dearen (244-9771) 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 

ALZHEIMERõS/DEMENTIA 
SUPPORT GROUP 

     An Alzheimers/Dementia Support Group for caregivers meets the 2nd 
Sunday of each month at 3:00 p.m. in the Conference Room.  The January 
meeting will be held on Sunday, January 8, 2012. 

 
QUILTERS GROUP 

     The Quilters Group is meeting each Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Journey classroom.  They welcome both new and experienced quilters. 



 

 

11902 Old Shelbyville Road 

Louisville, KY 40243 

Phone:  (502) 245-8839 

Counseling Center: (502) 894-9380 

Fax:  (502) 245-9547 

www.middletownumc.org 
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