
                   8:30 Service - Sunday, December 12, 2021  
 

 
GATHER 

Welcome                    Kristen Furches 
 
Prelude: Away In a Manger, arr. Dan Forrest            Kevin Vest 
 
*Call to Worship               Rev. Gary Gibson 

Listen to the Spirit urging us to get ready for Jesus's coming— 
Our calendars are jam-packed full. 
Listen to the Spirit calling us to wait for Him— 
We’ve already been waiting; there’s a line everywhere we go. 
Listen to the Spirit inviting us to walk in the way of the Lord— 
This is good news! The way of the Lord is the path of joy. 
May the Advent blessing of joy be with you. 
We rejoice, for we are blessed to walk in the light of God!     
         

*Hymn #202, People, Look East         BESANÇON 
 
Lighting of Advent Wreath               The Wyatt Family 
 
Old Testament reading: Isaiah 12:2-6                Pastor Leslie Robinette 
 
Choir: The Journey, by Lloyd Larson 
 
*Greeting & Passing of the Peace              Rev. Gary Gibson 
 
*Hymn #219, What Child is This?           GREENSLEEVES 
 

HEAR THE WORD 
*Scripture: Luke 3:7-18                                 Rev. Gary Gibson 
 
Sermon: The 3rd Sunday of Advent - Joy                   Rev. Gary Gibson 
 

RESPOND   
*Apostle’s Creed        Pastor Leslie Robinette                    
 
Prayer & Lord’s Prayer       Pastor Leslie Robinette 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
Offertory: Mary, Did You Know             Susan Von Hoven and Vernon Cherrix 
 
*Doxology             LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

GO FORTH 
 
* Hymn #220, Angels From the Realms of Glory      REGENT SQUARE 
 
*Benediction                Rev. Gary Gibson 
             
Postlude  Sing We Now of Christmas  arr. Blankenship   Kevin Vest & Vernon Cherrix 
  
 
 
 
 
* Please stand as you are able. 
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 Poinsettia Orders 
It’s not too late to order poinsettias in honor or in memory of a 
loved one. Flowers are $10 each. Order forms are available at 
the info desk and you can drop it in the offering plate, or you can 
order on the website:  www.middletownumc.org/poinsettias. 
Deadline to order is  Mon., Dec. 13th. Flowers will be in worship 
Sunday, Dec.19th and Christmas Eve; you can pick up your 
flowers after worship on Christmas Eve. 
 
Mercy Ministries 3rd Sunday Sack Lunch – December 19th is our 
next sack lunch collection for Mercy Ministries. For additional 
information and/or to sign up please visit the church website 
(www.middletownumc.org/events. Volunteers are always 
needed and welcome to ride along on that Sunday to deliver 
the lunches. Please email Pastor Leslie: 
(lrobinette@middletownumc.org) for more details 
 
Longest Night Service 
Tuesday, Dec. 21st at 7:00pm in the Connection Center. The 
Longest Night service is meant to recognize that in the midst of all 
the Christmas joy, some of us are not feeling joy. In this time of 
worship, we prayerfully consider the reality of loss and grief at a 
time of year when we miss our loved ones or our feelings of joy 
and happiness. 
 
Volunteers Needed to Deliver Meals to Seniors 
EACM is partnering with Senior Care Services to deliver meals. 
Volunteers pick up the prepared, chilled meals at the EACM’s 
offices and deliver them to seniors and disabled folks at their 
homes. There are over 100 recipients of these meals! This point of 
contact is often a recipient’s only human connection each day. 
If you are interested in volunteering as a driver, please call 
Melissa Sego at (502) 896-2316. This number will ring at the EACM 
offices. 
 
Christmas Eve Services 
Bring a friend and gather with us for one of our Christmas Eve 
worship services, or join us online as we stream on Facebook and 
our YouTube channel. All services will include communion and 
candlelight. Visit the church website, www.middletownumc.org 
for service times and further details. 
 
Club 45 
Club 45 is a group for Kids in 4th and 5th grade. We will be 
meeting monthly, with our next meeting on December 19th from 
noon - 3:00pm in the Connection Center following the 11:00 
services. We will have a pizza lunch and then we will be going to 
Defy Trampoline park. We will return to the church for parent pick 
up at 3:00pm. There is no cost for this event but you must RSVP to 
Amy Bishop at abishop@middletownumc.org. 
 
Mercy Ministry’s 3rd Sunday Sack Lunch for December 
December 19th is our next 3rd Sunday Sack Lunch Ministry. To sign 
up please visit www.middletownumc.org/events.  The details of 
what to include in the sack lunches are in the link. Volunteers are 
always needed and welcome to ride along on that Sunday to 
deliver the lunches. For additional information please contact 
Pastor Leslie at lrobinette@middletownumc.org. 
 
Senior Lunch Bunch 
The next meeting of the Senior Lunch Bunch will be Wednesday, 
Jan. 5th, 2022 at The Table. There will be a specific menu to order 
from in advance so the restaurant will be prepared to 
accommodate our group. Details will be coming soon on our 

         
 

Sunday, December 12 
Sanctuary Worship  8:30am / Sanctuary 
Sunday School   9:40am / All Buildings 
Sanctuary Worship   11:00am / Sanctuary 
Ignite Worship   11:00am / Sanctuary 
Eastwood Worship   10:45am / Eastwood Campus 
R.O.O.T.S Youth Group  4:30pm / Loft & Gym 
The Christmas Story 2021  7:00pm / Sanctuary 
  
Monday, December 13 
Open Gym   7:30pm / Gym 
AA Meeting   8:00pm / Lower Level 
  
Tuesday. December 14 
Church Council Meeting  6:30pm / Koinonia 
Celebrate Recovery  7:00pm / C. Center 
Boy Scouts Troop 321  7:00pm / The Loft 
Families Anonymous  7:30pm / C. Center 
  
Wednesday, December 15 
Quilting Group   9:00am / Craft Room 
Girl Scout Troop 2129  5:30pm / Loft  
Men’s Bible Study   6:30pm / Lower Level 
Vespers    7:00pm / YouTube 
 
Thursday, December 16 
Coffee Break Bible Study  9:30am / Lower Level 
Sons of the American Revolution 7:00pm / C. Center 
  
Friday, December 17 
AA & Al-Anon Meeting  7:00pm / Lower Level 
 
Saturday, December 18 
 
 
Sunday, December 19 
Lessons & Carols    All Worship Services 
Sanctuary Worship    8:30am / Sanctuary 
Sunday School   9:40am / All Buildings 
Sanctuary Worship    11:00am / Sanctuary 
Ignite Worship   11:00am / Sanctuary 
Eastwood Worship   10:45am / Eastwood Campus 
Club 45    12:00pm / C. Center 
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